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March 8th, 2009 
All good things must come to an end. 
This is the final issue of PST, in line with the decision of the member-
ship to wind up of the Balloon Club of NSW and ACT.  This is not a 
choice that was taken lightly, and I commend everyone present at the 
SGM for their patience and consideration of both sides of the         
argument. 
I would like to extend my sincere and heartfelt thanks to the members 
of the Committee, who have supported me through the trials and tribulations of the past year.  Each one of you have 
gone above and beyond to get his problem solved.  This is not something I could have got through on my own. 
Thanks also to the members of the club who have supported me with their words and actions. You know who you are.  
I have always written this newsletter for you; the readers, so it’s nice to hear that it amuses some of you, some of the 
time. 
Thanks and love to my family, Katrina, Kay, Buffy and Charlie Danger, who have kept me sane in the midst of a 
world of insanity. Bring on baby number 2, and another future pilot to add to the Black Magic rotation. 
While this is the end of the club, and no doubt a sad day, this is not the end of ballooning. Of course not.  Ballooning 
is bigger than you or me.  Bigger than some silly dispute that got out of hand. Bigger than lawyers, even, but probably 
not as expensive. 
Ballooning will go on in NSW and the ACT, as long as a few friends have a balloon, a couple of radios, some instru-
ments and the desire to get out there and see the world as it’s meant to be seen – from a balloon basket in the breaking 
light of dawn. 
This is not the time to lay blame. Which is good, because I don’t like laying a guilt trip on anyone, least of all myself. 
Now is the time to move onward and upward, as we do so well.  Before too long, someone will step up and form a 
new club.  And we’ll all go out flying together, and everything will be the way it’s meant to be, without all the stress 
and the bullshit. 
On the downside, I appear to be stuck with a rather large lawyer’s bill.  I don’t know exactly how large at the moment, 
but it should become evident over the next couple of weeks.  Once I know, I’ll let you know. 
I know that some members are already organising a ‘Save John’ style benefit in Leeton, and elsewhere in this issue 
you might find the details of where you can kick in any spare change to help me out. But I’m not one to sit back and 
rely on the kindness of strangers. 
If you’ve enjoyed my writing in PST over the past few years, now you have the chance to own one of my full feature-
length novels, personally signed by the author.  You have a choice of five (that’s right – five!) different books, with 
something to appeal to everyone in the family.  Except perhaps those who are easily offended. 
Fifty bucks a copy, including postage. Printed on A4 and bound in a lovely plastic cover, this is your chance to own 
one of the great unpublished novels of the twenty-first century. One day, you will be able to look back and say; ‘I read 
one of John Turnbull’s books before he was bigger than L. Ron Hubbard.’ 
To choose your book, go to www.bar-trek.com and read the blurbs.  If nothing sounds like your cup of tea, go read a 
Dan Brown book.  He’s supposed to be quite good. 
So, I guess this is goodbye.  It’s been a laugh. 
Take it easy. 

Cheers,                ����������������



Ballooning in the World of Make Believe  
 
How often have you been watching TV and a balloon comes on to the screen, you get really ex-
cited, and then confused and angry when he balloon does something that balloons just don’t do, 
like fly against the wind?    More than once?  I thought so.  Me too. 
To address this world-threatening issue, following is a scientific examination of the accuracy of 
portrayals of ballooning in the wonderful world of Television. 
 
Case 1 - Doctor Who 
 
For those of you who have been living under a rock for the past 
thirty or so years, Doctor Who is a science fiction show made in 
England.  A bunch of different people have played The Doctor  
over the years, but in this one he’s played by a guy called David 
Tennant.  On a scale of one to ten, he’s better than  Peter 
Davidson but not as good as Tom Baker.   
Wow, nerd jokes.  That’s going to attract new readers. 
 
Anyway, this episode sees the Doctor travel back in time (as he 
does) and meet another man calling himself the Doctor.  As 
things turn out, he’s a nutbag, but he did have the presence of 
mind to build his own Tardis, which in this case is a balloon. 

 
When a giant robot threatens London (as they do) the Doc-
tor climbs into the balloon and attacks!  Well, as much as 
one can attack in a balloon.  He basically floats menacingly 
towards the robot as it wreaks havoc, then destroys it using 
his on board giant electricity wave generator thingy.  I’m 
not exactly sure, I wasn’t paying close attention at that 
point.  It turns out 
that the giant robot 
was a nefarious 
plan to take over 
the world perpe-
trated by the evil 
Cybermen.  

 
Ballooning accuracy - 6/10:   
 

 
This is a gas balloon rather than a hot air balloon, which 
helps as they find it sitting unattended in a yard.  But if 
you look closely you can see that the balloon doesn’t 
have any sandbags, which are essential for going up 
once you’re in the air (you don’t have a burner, see?).  
This means he’s basically flying so heavy he’ll have to 
land in half an hour, if he doesn’t crash into something 
first .  On the other hand, he does carry a grappling 
hook, which is historically accurate.   
The giant electrical wave generator thingy?  Not so 
much.  



Case 2 - The Simpsons 
Some say that The Simpsons is the best show on television.  
Not me, of course.  I prefer Lateline.  For those of you who 
have never seen it, The Simpsons chronicles the adventures of 
a family with yellow skin and four fingers on each hand.  
They live in a town called Springfield, but often have cause to 
travel the world with unlikely and hilarious results.    

Hot air balloons have featured in a few episodes, including the 
classic where Homer and Marge get nude and ended up crash-
ing at a football game.  At one point in that episode Homer pulls the burner and is rewarded by a 
jet of flame that shoots downwards and burns his head.  Hmmm. 

In this case, at the end of an unrelated episode, Bart and Lisa find themselves in a balloon race 

over Paris. 

Ballooning Accuracy: 8/10 

The burner looks a bit simple, but the balloons are the 
right shape and aren’t carrying sandbags. 

Based on the age of some of the American team at the 
last World Championships it’s plausible that Bart and 
Lisa could be pilots, although it’s probably a bad idea to 
take a baby on a competition flight… 

 

 

Case 3 - Curious George 
Curious George is a monkey.  He lives with a man who 
wears a yellow suit and matching hat, but nobody 
seems to think that’s weird.    

In this episode, George accidentally steals a hot air bal-
loon and ends up flying out to sea.  The man in the yel-
low hat (that’s his name in the credits) follows him in a 
car, a canoe, and eventually on foot.   

Ballooning accuracy: 7/10  

George controls the burner  by 
turning the top of the fuel 
tank, and there’s a rope ladder 
hanging down from the bas-
ket, but he figures out the ba-
sic controls of the balloon 
quickly and eventually lands 
safely.  Nice one, monkey! 
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This year’s Canberra Festival was a resound-
ing success, marked by safe flying, easy re-
trieves, quick refuelling and happy balloonists.   
New pilots got the chance to fly with old mas-
ters and practice their skills over one of the 
most beautiful cities in Australia.  Big com-
mercial balloons flew alongside small private 
balloons, and a birthday cake and a ladybug 
brought an international flavour to the event. 
 

This year Canberra Festival was a festival run for 
balloonists.  Other events around the world are run 
to please the sponsors, the public or the media, with 
balloonists concerns often coming a distant second.  
Credit must go to John Wallington, Steve Ireland 
and the rest of the organising committee for seeing 
the folly of this approach.  By making Canberra Fes-
tival good for the balloonists, it’s also been great for 
the public, the sponsors and the media. 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone knows the media like a good ballooning story, and 
it was testament to the investigative skill that they were able 
to provide exclusive coverage of the most important story of 
the week – the blatant attack on a US aircraft by an Austra-
lian missile.  In other words, someone chucked a spear at a 
giant birthday cake. 

In other countries this sort of 
thing would cause an interna-
tional incident, but even with 
the added insult of a curse, our 
American visitors were able to 
laugh it off.  It takes a tough 
crew to fly a giant birthday 
cake, because the envelope weighs almost four hundred kilos by it-
self!    
Add to this the fact that they’re from New York and had three more 
violent incidents on their way to the airport, and you can understand 
why a spear is seen more as a quaint colloquial greeting than any 
real attempt to injure them. 
 A spear?  Ha! 

Reflections are pretty 

Wingnut taking instruction from Balloon Master Yoda 



Frequent flights over the lake meant that many pilots were able to practice their splash n dash 
skills, and compare how wet their trousers were when they got back to breakfast.   

Grand prize for the week went to the 
Kookaburra pilot with an exceptional 
number of years of flying multiple types 
of aircraft, who had a high water mark 
somewhere above his breast pocket.   

Special mention also goes to Banners, 
who splashed, dashed, landed on an     
island, tethered in the fog, and flew longer 
(and possibly higher) than anyone else.  
Heroic Army Man, I salute you! 

That’s a happy looking bug Who needs religion when you can have all this? 
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Wikipedia tells us that a Phoenix is a mythical firebird which lives for a thousand 
years before dying in flames and being reborn from the ashes.   

It’s also a 1998 film starring Ray Liotta and Anjelica Huston. 

But in a few months,  the Phoenix club will rise from the ashes of the Balloon 
Club of NSW and ACT, run by a young, eager and entirely new committee, with 
a focus on ballooning and looking to the future, not the past. 

On Saturday March 14th a steering group was formed by Niall Higgins, including Michael Bannerman, 
Kay Turnbull and Suze McKenzie.  This combination of youthful exuberance and decades of experience 
will work to lay the foundations of a new club. 

More information will be on it’s way to you shortly, but if you  have a desperate need to know before every 
-one else (or would like to put your hand up for a position on the committee) then contact Niall - he’s the 
man with the plan. 
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As part of the ongoing effort to expand the Australian     
ballooning population, Belinda and Andrew Clements gave 
birth to Aaron Andrew Clements on Sunday March 15th.  
Yes, both of them.   

With the combined genetic power of two experienced     
ballooning families, little Aaron came out of the womb at 
high speed and flew around the room before coming to rest 
in his father’s arms, as shown to the right. 

Congratulations to both the Clements and Howe clans.  

����
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The articles in this newsletter contain satire, metaphor, alliteration and adult themes.  They may also feature 
spelling mistakes and deliberate factual errors.  For instance, I know that Banners is in the Air Force, but 
the Army gag always gets a good response.  Of course, being in the Air Force he has access to firearms, so 
if I disappear, you know where to start looking.   Just kidding.  For the record, Banners is a fine, intelligent, 
upstanding, and very fertile man. 

If the words or ideas in this publication confuse and/or offend you, please put it down, go outside and have 
a nice walk.  When you get home, watch something on the ABC.  Maybe the news.  You’ll feel better for it. 

Ballooning, like any sport involving nature, is a potentially dangerous sport.  Don’t let this stop you, but be 
aware of the potential hazards that exist around you.  Just because something is fun doesn’t mean it’s not 
dangerous.  Usually the opposite, in fact. 
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Dear Members, 
 
We all share a love of ballooning.   
 
On the weekend before the Canberra Balloon Festival Spectacular I went ballooning for the first 
time this season.   On Saturday morning I flew at Gundaroo with four other balloons and then 
joined in a BBQ breakfast at the sports oval.  Thank you to Gretta Menzies and Tony Stuart-Smith 
for organising the flying at Gundaroo.   During the Canberra Balloon Festival Spectacular I had a 
number of interesting and enjoyable flights, including one where I landed on Macquarie Oval 
about a 100 metres from where I live.  Last weekend I again flew over Canberra and had the    
opportunity to fly one of my regular crew on her birthday.  The ballooning experiences of the last 
few weeks have reinforced the warm, refreshing, invigorating experience and friendship, which 
are the reasons I am involved in ballooning.   
 
It was Les Springett and Wendy Friezer who encouraged me to further contribute to ballooning by 
becoming a member of the Club committee in June 2006.  I thank you both for this, as it gave me 
the courage I needed to become President of the Club.  During the period as Vice President    
Ballooning, one particular personal growth experience was the Director of Ballooning for the    
Narromine Airshow in 2007.  Thank you  to Ruth Wilson for her encouragement and coaching  
before the event.  Ruth, you are an excellent tutor.  
 
When I became President of this Club in October 2007, it had 47 members.  When the meeting to 
wind up the Club was held, we had 97 members.  This is more than a doubling of the size of the 
Club.  Thank you to the committee and the members for achieving this, well done.  I know that 
some of the new members joined so that they could get PPPSSSTTT.  Many people have said to 
me they found the articles very funny and refreshing.  I personally really enjoy John's quirky 
sense of humour.  Thank you, John.  Another source of new members was the web site.  Thank 
you, Les & Wendy for instigating the Club web site and Martin for revitalizing it and giving it a 
modern and attractive look and feel.  The information and the way it is presented encourages   
involvement in ballooning. We also had seven members obtain their Pilots Certificate.    
Congratulations to Barb, Camilla, Dan, Daryl, Gretta, Michael and Niall . I would also like to thank 
the instructors who contributed to this - Bert, Graham, Liz, Martin, Mike and Paul. 

 
I would also like to thank the life members, Elsie, Kay, Richard, Ruth 
and Suze for their major contribution to ballooning over a long term.  
I am pleased that you are blessed with long life and would have   
preferred your life membership to be more enduring.   
 
A big thank to the members of Team Chartreuse:  David, Elizabeth, 
Julie and Mike.  You are life long friends who keep me focused, bring 
me to earth when I need it and lift me when I am down.  Guys, you 
do this in such a loving and caring way.  Go team. 
 
There are two members of the committee who have served on the 
committee for an extended period and deserve a very special thank 
you.  Sue Browne has served as an able Treasurer for a number of 
years and Liz Marrack has performed a number of roles with         
enthusiasm and a 'can do' attitude.   



����������	�
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Les Springett and Wendy Friezer sued both John Turnbull and The NSW&ACT�Balloon Club.�

With the demise of the club, John is now the sole defendant, and liable for�  costs and damages. I think we all 
understand that this is a serious and threatening situation for John.�

Our lawyers are in negotiations with the plaintiff's lawyers to agree a sum.�

When we agree this figure, we will let you know.��� There is a strong ground swell of opinion that we should help 
John and his�� family by providing financial assistance in the form of donations and fund�raising activities.�

I am looking into how we could best handle the money we raise, probably open�a trust account into which people 
could donate.��  The first fund raising activity planned is an auction at the Leeton Meet.�

I am donating a flight tested Garmin 12XL GPS, with a download cable. What do you have?�

We are also open to any ideas that you might have, let me know.�

I will keep in touch on this issue.�

Martin Moroney� � � � � � � � � moroney@corporatefuturing.com.au�
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Congratulations to Liz on her latest venture to produce new pilots.   I hope your pregnancy goes 
well. The other members of the committee:  Julie, Martin, Mike and John and the immediate    
previous committee members, Stephen and Barb, have also done an excellent job and have been 
a great group to work with.  They are all team players.  I apologise to them for the unfortunate 
personal attacks and unsubstantiated allegations they have had to sustain.   In my opinion, this 
type of action is never helpful to anybody.  Let us all remember we share a common passion for 
ballooning and treat each other with the appropriate respect.   
 
I thank the very many of those who assisted and encouraged me in the role of Club President.  To 
the very few of you who issued difficult challenges that I would have preferred not to deal with,      
I also thank you for the crash course in personal growth and development.  Thank you all for 
sharing the passion of ballooning. 
 
It is with great sadness and regret that I presided over the decision to wind up the Club.  It is my 
sincere hope that the animosity of recent times will be buried with the Club and that we all will 
move forward positively and learn from history.  
 
It is good that even though the life the Balloon Club of NSW & ACT has ended that there are    
ballooning events continuing in the region.  Thank you to Barb, Liz and Sue for continuing with the 
organisation of the Leeton event at Easter.  There are currently 19 balloons registered to attend 
the event.  This is the most we have had for some time.  Also thank you to BAV, which has 
stepped in to assist at short notice.  Jan and Graham Kerr have organised an excellent program 
for the Canowindra balloon training week and safety seminars.   Thank you to Jan & Graham for 
all the hard work you have put into this.  It is great to see good quality ballooning events          
continuing in the region. 
 
I urge you all to support Niall Higgins and his team in forming the Phoenix Balloon Club.  We are 
people with a common passion:   ballooning.   Let’s all pull together for the sport of ballooning and 
our own greater fun and enjoyment.  Spread the love of ballooning around. 
 
Happy Ballooning! 


