
Disclaimer

All opinions contained within this 
newsletter are those of the 
contributing writers and not 
necessarily those of the editor or the 
committee of the Balloon Club of 
NSW and ACT, inc.

This newsletter contains satire.  If 
you do not know what satire is, there 
is a handy description somewhere in 
this issue.  Or you could ask a 
lawyer, I suppose.

Submissions and photos are happily 
accepted, either via hard copy, disc 
or email  blackmagicjohn@bigpond.com

Narromine ‘Very Nice’

If you’ve never been to Narromine, 
you’re missing out on a very nice 
experience.  There’s an air show and 
some very nice countryside to fly 
over.  On Saturday night there’s 
usually a balloon glow, but it doesn’t 
go for very long and the crowd seem 
to enjoy it.  So come to Narromine 
next year.  It’s nice. 

Everything is Great!

Haven’t you ever wanted to read a 
headline like that?  

I know I have.

But the best thing is, it’s actually true!

As far as that’s possible in the real 
world.  Anyway…

Just last weekend, an Extraordinary 
General Meeting was held in 
Canowindra, and the club members 
came together to discuss the best 
way to move forward as a club.

The meeting was long and the room 
was hot, but everyone had a chance 
to speak their mind, and a lot of past 
misunderstandings were put to rest.

In their infinite wisdom, the members 
voted by vast majority to ratify the 
decisions of the AGM (detailed in the 
attached documents) and accept the 
new committee as willing and able to 
do the job.

The new committee will be 
introduced later in this issue, along 
with the minutes of the AGM and 
EGM where they were elected. 

At this point let me take a minute to 
thank the departing committee 
members who put a lot of time and 
effort into running the club, often with 
little recognition;

Interim President Suze McKenzie, 
Interim Secretary Mike Cleaver, 
President Wendy Friezer, Secretary 
Les Springett, and last but by no 
means least Vice President Social 
Susan Merill.

Time to move onwards and upwards!

January 2008

Canowindra Rocks!

Well, OK, ‘Rocks’ might be a bit of a 
stretch, but it was certainly a lovely 
place to hold the club Christmas 
party, held at the rather swanky 
recently refurbished Balloonery.

The party commenced with an 
extravaganza of culinary delights, 
followed by a gift giving ceremony 
that was as bizarre, confusing and 
entertaining, and therefore perfect for 
a party full of balloonists.

Attended by well over 40 club 
members and guests, the night was a 
great opportunity to catch up with old 
friends, meet some new ones and all 
get rather tipsy on wine expertly 
crafted by well known local 
winemakers/balloonists/socialites 
Graham and Jan Kerr.

Congratulations to all involved, and 
Happy Christmas from PST.

Flying Fox over Canowindra

Charteuse in Narromine
photo Elizabeth Gregory



President  

Stuart Gregory

A former male model and 
professional game show contestant, 
Stuart is an experienced balloonist 
with a very impressive beard.  

After making a fortune at age 16 on 
‘Wheel of Fortune’ he lost it all in a 
dodgy Nigerian investment scam, 
then spent over ten years in 
complete silence in a monastery in 
Tibet, contemplating his place in the 
universe.

After coming to his senses Stuart 
released a couple of singles with the 
band ‘Bananarama’ and toured 
extensively through Eastern Europe 
and the Baltic states, where he met 
his lovely wife Elizabeth.  Email 
stuart@netspeed.com.au

Vice President Ballooning

Liz Marrack

Fresh from a run as world champion 
foxy boxer and international trade 
negotiator, Liz decided to devote her 
energy to learning to fly.  

Based on current estimates, she can 
fly over 300 different types of aircraft, 
including three only ever imagined by 
Leonardo DaVinci.   She can also 
levitate by thinking really hard.

Vice President Social

Stephen Gianiottis

Possibly the youngest looking 40 
year old on earth, Stephen joins PST 
after a working holiday as Chief 
Entertainment officer on Fairstar the 
Funship.  

Once known as the most promising 
rookie on the monster truck circuit, 
Stephen gave it all up to pursue his 
dreams of stardom through the subtle 
art of mime.  Inspired by the 
legendary French irritant Marcel 
Marceau, Stephen studied for years 
in a small, candlelit room above the 
Moulin Rouge, selling bodily fluids to 
pay the rent.

On the day of his grand debut 
Stephen’s career in mime was cut 
tragically short by an accident 
involving invisible glass, which he ran 
into while walking into the wind with 
his head down.  Despite this 
heartbreaking disaster, Stephen 
remains the only human being 
capable of moonwalking in a forward 
direction.  

In his spare time, Stephen likes to 
play soccer and paint watercolour 
portraits of TV personality Grant 
Denyer.    He can be contacted at 
stephen@printman.com.au .

Note:  This is a satirical article, 
loosely based on real people, with 
real feelings.  Some of the facts in 
this article are made up.  Others may 
be true, but I wouldn’t count on it.  If 
you are offended by anything in this 
article, please direct all complaints to 
Someone Who Cares

In ballooning circles Liz is known as  
‘Instructor to the Stars’, jetting around 
the world in an eco-friendly private 
plane and teaching anyone to fly like 
a pro – as long as they have both the 
desire and the ‘eye of the tiger’. 

Apart from her flying acumen Liz is 
an expert stunt driver and has been 
known to eat an entire watermelon in 
one sitting.  She can also recite all 
the lyrics to the Kiss classic ‘I was 
Was Made For Loving You.’  

Email  marrack@hotmail.com

Secretary

Barb Smith

After forging a successful career as a 
pole dancer and professional 
assassin, Barb retired to a life of 
luxury on the Sunshine Coast, only to 
be drawn into the sordid world of 
ballooning by the promise of early 
mornings and bacon for breakfast.

With a penchant for hairless cats and 
elaborate undersea lairs, Barb has a 
promising future as an international 
supervillain, if she can only contain 
her tendency to help people out 
whenever they’re in trouble.

In a past life, Barb may have 
offended one or more of the gods, 
evidenced by the fact that she 
managed to have a car accident 
while she was asleep in bed.

Proficient in martial arts and 
interpretive dance, Barb a new 
balloon pilot, and will be terrorising 
the skies soon at an event near you.  

Email  smithlm@ozemail.com.au if 
you need information or advice.
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Safety and Technical Officer

Martin Moroney

Martin Moroney is one of the leading 
non-entities in world ballooning.

He has been flying balloons since the 
re-emergence of the sport in the 
1960s (!) and was one of the first 20 
pilots in England to have a balloon 
licence.

At one time there were only two hot 
air balloons flying in England, one of 
them was the one that Martin and his 
syndicate flew from the London 
Gliding Club at Dunstable north of 
London.

He flew 5th in the 1975 world 
championships and in 1977 he was 
World Champion for 2 days when the 
scoring computer broke down after 
he won the first task. Unfortunately 
the situation rectified itself and he 
finished at 20th place.

His major claim to fame is that he 
and another British pilot, Nigel 
Tasker, were single-handedly 
responsible for developing the rules 
and format for the modern World 
Championships, including many of 
the tasks that are now flown, the 
observer system and the markers 
used for scoring tasks.  People have 
now either forgotten or forgiven him 
for these transgressions.

Martin has been director of many 
major balloon events including 
Canberra, Martis, the Hamilton Fiesta 
in New Zealand, and the National 
Championships.

For a very short period of time in the 
late 1980’s, John was the youngest 
balloon pilot in Australia.  He quickly 
grew out of this, but was not above 
using the fact to try and pick up girls.  
Unsurprisingly, this seldom worked.

John has recently grown facial hair 
for charity, but stylistic choice 
prompted more than one person to 
ask; was he celebrating Movember, 
or Homovember?

Email   blackmagicjohn@bigpond.com

Treasurer

Sue Browne

Not much is known about the early 
exploits of Sue Browne, also known 
as Esmerelda Santiago.  

Sue first appeared on stage in a 
Pepsi Commercial in 1983, 
attempting to set fire to Michael 
Jackson, then went on to a series of 
semi-successful Broadway musicals 
and disastrous celebrity romances.  

Brief marriages to Sean Connery and 
Bruce Willis book-ended a 
spectacular rise and fall from the 
public eye, a tale so lurid that it is not 
fit for these gentle pages.

Sue is known for her extraordinary 
uni-cycling ability and her love for 
steam powered tractors of the early 
19th century.  She holds a degree in 
astrophysics and can whistle 
underwater.

If pressed, Sue can forge the 
signature of any committee member 
past or present, and is currently 
learning how to use a computer so 
she can transfer all club funds to her 
private account in Bermuda.  Until 
then, she lives in Leeton.

Over the years Martin has flown 
gliders, helicopters, balloons, fixed 
wing, and paragliders.  Despite this, 
he is afraid of butterflies.

Not one to dwell on the past, 
nowadays he has a Class IV 
commercial licence and flies large 
passenger balloons out of Camden 
mainly at the weekends. He is also 
an instructor.

In the position of Safety and 
Technical Officer for the Club his 
mission is to provide pilots and crews 
the opportunity to learn from each 
other and thereby promote better 
safety practices - and more enjoyable 
ballooning. 

He says that "experience is a great 
teacher, but the lessons come very 
expensive. Sometimes we forget the 
lessons learnt from other people's 
mistakes.  At the same time, there 
are always new and better ways and 
systems for doing things, and 
everybody can make a contribution 
with their ideas.

Sometimes the new people, free of 
preconceptions, can have the best 
ideas".

For inspiration, contact Martin at 
moroney@corporatefuturing.com.au

Editor

John Turnbull

A known felon with outstanding 
warrants in four countries, John has 
made a life out of making up stories 
that amuse a small group of people.   
More often than not, these stories will 
offend as many people as they 
amuse, but that is the price of satire.

John does not know how to spell the 
word compromise.  
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President’s Message

Hi fellow balloonists,
I hope you all had a joyous and safe 
festive season and you are all 
refreshed for the new ballooning 
season of 2008.
We currently have around 15 
balloons registered for the Easter 
event at Leeton.  Please register now 
for the event with Barbara Smith as 
the cut-off date for free gas is fast 
approaching.
Please contact me or any other 
committee member if you have 
suggestions for the club or if you 
want to discuss any club matter.  The 
club is run for the members and the 
committee is interested in your input.  
We are looking forward to hearing 
from you.  I may be contacted by 
phone on (02) 6253 1016 or     
(0419) 479 655 or email 
stuart@netspeed.com.au
Wishing you all fun and safe flying.
Regards,

Stuart

Balloon Aloft Enter 
Tourism Hall of Fame

Balloon Aloft recently took out the 
major award for 'Best Adventure Tour 
Operator' in the Australian Travel and 
Tourism Awards.

Due to the fact that they have won 
several awards before, Balloon Aloft 
will now go into the 'Hall of Fame' for 
continued excellence in the Tourism 
Industry.

Congratulations go to Peter Vizzard 
and Judy Lynne, who built Balloon 
Aloft from scratch into one of the 
biggest and more importantly safest 
commercial ballooning operators in 
Australia.

Balloon Aloft was also responsible for 
the training of a generation of pilots 
(including your humble editor), who 
learned in a ‘Karate Kid’ style that 
mowing the lawn and unpicking the 
stitches on load tapes can make you 
a better pilot. 
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VP Ballooning Speaks
Most people will be aware by now 
that I have moved sideways from the 
position of Safety & Technical 
Committee member to that of VP 
Ballooning.

As well as planning an interesting & 
fun ballooning program for 2008, 
there are several other projects that I 
want to get up and running that I 
need your help with. 

Number one is updating the 
Canowindra flying map. As well as 
making sure that we have any 
current sensitive zones accurately 
recorded, I also want to mark it with 
Green zones – properties where we 
are very welcome and/or have easy 
retrieve access. The completed 
master map will then be available to 
everyone.

Having done a lot of flying with 
students in Canowindra over the last 
year, I’ve realised there are several 
places where people are very 
pleased to have us to land & it makes 
sense for everybody to have access 
to this info. Also we had one 
unpleasant experience with a 
psychotic landowner & although their 
property is not known as a PZ it 
would be sensible for everyone to 
avoid it! To complete this project I 
need input from everyone. Please let 
me know about good or bad places 
that you have recently landed at in 
Canowindra. Contact me on 0418 
278 210, marrack@hotmail.com or 
20 Alpha Rd, Camden, NSW 2570. 
The sooner you send me info, the 
sooner I can get this done & 
available to you.

I also want to reinstate a landowner 
reward system to go some way 
towards thanking the people whose 
properties we arrive at usually 
uninvited at early times of the 
morning! We plan to have a regular 
landowner draw and provide a prize 
decided by the Committee, eg dinner 
for two etc. 

Simply send me the details of where 
you land (this applies to any flying 
area). I’ll need to know the property 
owners or managers’ name, phone 
number or address, pilot name, 
balloon reg & date of landing.

Next year we want to try out some 
new flying areas, so if anyone has 
any bright ideas about 
interesting/challenging/fun places to 
fly please share them with the 
Committee. We already have a 
couple of ideas in the pipeline but 
more would be welcome. Tell us 
what you want & we’ll try to organise 
it.

One area I will definitely need some 
help with if it’s going to happen is 
running competitions. I know that 
some Club pilots want the challenge 
of competitive flying. With my 
workload of VP ballooning & Club 
instructor I doubt I’ll have much time 
for organising competitions so if 
anyone would like to help or do this 
for me, please let me know.

Thanks ,

Liz.

Pilot & Crew Training

The Club has been very active on the 
pilot & crew training front with several 
new pilots in training & new members 
joining in order to become pilots.

Martin & I have done over 30 hours 
of instructing in the past 11 months. 
One student is almost ready to do 
their check flight, five others are at 
various stages of training & another 
is about to start. One has recently 
acquired their own balloon. This year 
I became a theory examiner for the 
ABF so anyone wanting to sit exams 
can do so with me.

Mike Keleher has been a fantastic 
support person, providing us with 
free accommodation, a great launch 
site, hangerage, loan of equipment & 
endless entertainment! 

Thanks Mike & Sue. You have given 
several people a very memorable 
introduction to ballooning.Page satire content: Low
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A New Year thought for 

you and your family

In this time of global conflict and 
religious intolerance, it can be a 
depressing world.  But even in the 
darkest times, when everything seems 
lost, there’s something that you can 
think of to make you feel a little bit 
better.

Most people are morons.  Otherwise 
there wouldn’t be a Starbucks on every 
corner, soap operas and pro wrestling 
on TV, and happy-clappy churches 
scamming their flocks out of millions of 
dollars.  Agreed?

So… if most people are morons, by 
comparison you’re pretty smart.  Better 
than that, in fact, because you’re smart 
enough to be involved in some way in 
the wonderful sport of Hot Air 
Ballooning.

So, in comparison to the average ‘man 
on the street’, you’re almost a genius.  
And as a genius, you should feel pretty 
good about yourself.

There, don’t you feel better?

Join Aunty Monkey
I might have mentioned this before, but 
if you own a computer (or have access 
to one at work) and are interested in 
ballooning, you should be on Aunty 
Monkey.

Aunty Monkey is a website like 
MySpace or Facebook, but for 
balloonists, and not full of 45 year old 
men pretending to be 13 year old girls.

At the moment there are almost 500 
members, including balloonists from 
Turkey, Denmark, Finland, The 
Netherlands and of course the good 
old USA. Australians are reasonably 
well represented, but there could 
always be a few more.

So get online!  Make some new 
friends!  Talk about ballooning!  You 
know you want to!

www.auntymonkey.com

Making New Friends

Sometimes making new friends can 
be hard, particularly if you’re a city 
dog in the country.  

Cows aren’t very friendly.  Neither 
are sheep.  Goats are OK, but they 
have those weird eyes so you never 
know if they’re looking at you when 
they’re talking.

Country people can be friendly, but 
some expect you to run a long way 
without offering you a lift in the truck, 
which is just rude.  

Country dogs are usually pretty 
friendly, and they sometimes smell 
very interesting.  Now and then, you 
meet one who is a little high strung, 
and not really like a country dog at 
all.  This new friend might bark at you 
for half an hour, then run away, then 
come back for a little more barking.

If you’re really lucky, someone will tie 
them up so you can go over and 
show them how much you love them, 
whether they like it or not.

This is Buffy, with my new friend 
Skye, signing off.

Woof

Do You Fancy a 
Working Holiday?

If you’re anything like me, your 
answer will be; hell, no.  On the 
other hand, not everyone is like me.  
Based on that, here’s a note from 
our friends at Outback Ballooning.

Due to several staff taking leave at 
the same time Outback Ballooning 
in Alice Springs is in need of 2 or 3 
crew for about 4 weeks 
commencing early February. 

We will pay your return airfares and 
accommodation plus a wage of 
course. A light rigid licence (Coaster 
size buses) would be an advantage 
but not essential.

If you would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity to spend some 
time in the red centre e-mail or 
phone now.

We also have longer term positions 
available if you fancy a lifestyle 
change. 08 8953 1744 or 
sales@outbackballooning.com.au
Have a great day. 

Kelley Smith - Operations Manager 

Movie Recommendation

In an average year, I see around 50 
to 60 movies.  The new movie from 
the Coen Brothers ‘No Country For 
Old Men’ is the best movie I’ve 
seen in five years, maybe ten.

A masterpiece of cinema not for the 
faint of heart.  See it now.
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Some time this year… 
or maybe not

Canberra Balloon Fiesta

Here’s a note from the 
official  Canberra Balloon 
Fiesta website.
The Canberra Balloon Fiesta 
Incorporated, the organising
body for the 2008 NOVOTEL 
Balloon Fiesta Australia is 
still in negotiation with its 
partners and supporters 
regarding funding and the 
prospective staging of the 
2008 event. 
As at 20 January 2008 the 
organisers are unable to 
confirm that the event is to 
proceed. 
Final confirmation will be 
made by mid February.  
Watch this space for 
updates. 
Hmmm…

June 7 th – 9th  
(Queen’s Birthday)

Temora Flying Weekend

Lovely place to fly, Temora.  
Lots of… uh… paddocks.  
Yes, that’s it.  Big paddocks.
For more details check the 
club website (maybe not 
right now), currently under 
re-construction.

March 21 st – 24th

(Easter)

Leeton Sunrice Festival

Always a great event, 
Leeton is this year being 
organised by the tag team 
of Barb Smith and Liz 
Marrack.  Great flying, a fun 
street parade and free gas if 
you register by February 
10th.  
For more information or to 
RSVP contact Barb Smith 
on 0427 536 808 or 
smithlm@internode.on.net
For flying questions or just a 
chat, give Liz Marrack a call 
on 0418 278 210 or 
marrack@hotmail.com

April 25 th – 27th

(Anzac weekend)

Friends of Canowindra

If you’d like to be a Friend 
of Canowindra, it really isn’t 
hard.  Just bring a handful 
of salt to the top of the 
highest hill in the district at 
midnight on the first 
Tuesday of the month.
Alternatively you could give 
Jan Kerr a call and let her 
know you’d like to come 
along.  Jan can be 
contacted on 6344-1819 or 
balloonjan@bigpond.com

July 5 th – 11th

The Lake Training Camp

Learn to fly or upgrade 
your skills – contact info to 
be confirmed (but you could try 
Liz Marrack)

July 11 th - 13th

Lake Mungo Outback 
Flying

Contact Liz Marrack – see 
far left for details.

August 23 rd – 24th

Kellaher’s Canowindra
Capers

High culture and good 
times in the shed.  See 
what all the fuss is about.  
Form your own opinion.  
Write a review!

September tbc
Canowindra Show

October 4 th – 6th

Narromine

October 18 th – 19th

AGM – Canowindra

November 21 st

Montgolfier Weekend & 
Xmas Party  Canowindra



THE BALLOON CLUB OF NSW & ACT INC.
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 20 Oc tober 2007 at

Canowindra Rugby Club, Canowindra, N S W.

Interim President, Suze McKenzie opened the meeting at 3:35pm

Present: Suze McKenzie, Liz Marrack, Susan Browne, Stuart Gregory, Mike Cleaver, John Turnbull, Jim Hanigan, 
Ros Hanigan, Jan Kerr, Martin Moroney, Barbara Smith, Kay Turnbull, Marion Sutton, Ian McIlvain, Ian 
Bourne, Richard Glasson, Elizabeth Gregory, Julie Wilson.

Apologies: Graham Kerr, Stephen Gianniotis, Paul Gianniotis, Mal Smith, Narelle Smith, Mike Kelleher, Susan 
Merrill, Simon Fisher, Suzy Butz, Sarah Ellis, Neville Blyth, Jan McIntyre, Ruth Wilson, Gen Whitney, 
Vida Howe, Geoff Howe, Niall Higgins, Elsie Gedge

Minutes of 2006 AGM
The Interim President , Suze McKenzie, presented the Minutes of the AGM held on 14 October 2006 to the meeting
and requested that they be accepted.
Moved: Ian McIlvain
Seconded: Liz Marrack
Unanimously Agreed by all Present

MattersArising from minutes of 2006 AGM:
Rosalind/Ros Hanigan requested that her name be spelled correctly in future.
Special General Meeting 25 November 2006
The Special General Meeting mentioned in the President’s welcome was called for 25 November 2006 to consider
changes to the Rules and the Peter Drury Bequest. That meeting resolved that it could not consider the proposed
proposed changes as there was inadequate notice of the meeting to consider the changes. 
The Bequest was discussed, as noted in the Minutes of the SGM.
Other discusion on 2006 AGM minutes:
The meeting discussed whether a change should be made to the Rules regarding the Forward payment of Club fees
was discussed as some members prefer to pay two or three years inadvance. It was agreed by the meeting that
members can pay membership fees in advance, with those fees to be held In Trust for those members.
Moved: Liz Gregory
Seconded: Martin Moroney
Passed Unanimously

Committee Reports 2006/2007:

President’s Report:
No report was provided by the past President.

Secretary's Report:
Mike Cleaver advised that he took over the position as Caretaker on 1 October 2007. He advised that he received the
Club property and records today, Saturday 20 October 2007 and will be handing them over to the incoming Secretary
at the end of the meeting. The former Secretary indicated when delivering the documents that he had nothing to
report. It was noted that:

The Committee met once during the year on Saturday 24 March 2007.
ii. The Interim Committee met on two occasions: 1 October 2007 and earlier today.

John Turnbull moved that the Report be accepted
Seconded by Suze McKenzie 
Accepted Unanimously

Treasurer’s Report:
The Treasurer distributed the Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2007 to members. Items brought to the
attention of the meeting included: Functions & catering payments were in relation to the Griffith function. Some funds
were transferred from the Operations Account to Cash Management to get more interest. Club sales were up.
Auditing fees as listed are correct; there is a typographical error in the first column on Page 5:should be 2007. An
Accounting fee was charged by the bank as we do not have a “non-profit organization” bank account. This needs to
be changed into a different type of account ABF membership fees were to have been paid by Les Springett as
Secretary; however, Mrs Browne has no record that those fees were paid. Newsletter fees were paid after the end of
the financial year. Petty cash expenses were up, as it was difficult to get cheques signed, the Petty Cash account was
used for a variety of items. Club stock purchases were Gloves.
The Treasurer was reminded that the names of Officers during the Financial Year was correct as presented; however,
there had been two subsequent changes which also must be recorded. Liz Marrack advised that her name is Liz, not
Elizabeth.
Moved for acceptance: Liz Marrack
Seconded: Suze Mckenzie
Accepted Unanimously, with the changes indicated.



AGM Minutes Page 2

Vice-President Ballooning:
In July 2006 the Club received a CASA permit to allow us to operate in the vicinity of airports, above 10,000 feet and
at night and in controlled airspace. The purpose of this was to permit the Club to perform all things previously 
approved under individual permits in the past. This is also more cost effective, as it would cost $260 for each permit in
the future. This permit is good until 2009. Any pilot/member of the Club can fly under this permit if he/she is a current 
financial member of the Club.
The Club conducted an event in the October 2006 long weekend at Narromine. A new pilot, Steve Allen, attended with
others. A further event was held in Temora later in October, at which time a radio operator’s class was held, with the
assistance of Liz Marrack. An event was held later in the year in the Murrimbidgee/Griffith, with the assistance of
Wendy Friezer, Liz Marrack, Sue Browne and Barbara Smith.
Those were the only formal events held during last year. There were informal flights in Canberra and Canowindra. The
VP - Ballooning expressed thanks on behalf of the Club to Les Springett for organizing informal flights at Canowindra
during the year. 
Moved for Acceptance: Kay Turnbull
Seconded: Mike Cleaver
Accepted Unanimously

Newsletter Editor Report:
The PSSSTTT editor advised that four newsletters have been produced during the year.
Moved for Acceptance: Jim Hanigan
Seconded: Jan Kerr
Accepted Unanimously

Safety & Technical Officer Report:
Liz Marrack advised that a series of safety courses have been conducted at Camden airport with the assistance of
Martin Moroney. Two Balloon Boot Camps were held at Canowindra.
Moved for Acceptance: John Turnbull
Seconded: Stuart Gregory
Accepted Unanimously with Acclamation

Nominations for the 2007 – 2008 Committee:

PROXIES received as follows:
Mike Cleaver for Paul Gianniotis
Stuart Gregory for Neville Blythe
Jan Kerr for Graham Kerr

Nominations received from the floor of the meeting:
President: Stuart Gregory

proposed John Turnbull, seconded Liz Marrack
Secretary: Barbara Smith 

proposed Sue Browne,  seconded Stuart Gregory
Treasurer: Sue Browne

proposed Barbara Smith, seconded Jan Kerr
VP – Ballooning: Liz Marrack

proposed Stuart Gregory, seconded John Turnbull
VP – Social: Stephen Gianniotis

proposed Kay Turnbull, seconded Richard Glasson
Newsletter: John Turnbull

proposed Stuart Gregory, seconded Liz Gregory 
Safety & Tech: Martin Moroney

proposed Liz Marrack, seconded Suze McKenzie 

Election of Officers:
President: Stuart Gregory elected unopposed
Secretary: Barbara Smith elected unopposed
Treasurer : Sue Browne elected unopposed
VP Ballooning: Liz Marrack elected unopposed
VP Social: Stephen Gianniotis elected unopposed
Newsletter Editor: John Turnbull elected unopposed
Safety & Tech Officer: Martin Moroney elected unopposed
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Appointment of Auditor:
Mike Cleaver moved that Carli Browne be confirmed to continue as Auditor for the coming year.
Seconded by: Jim Hanigan
Confirmed Unanimously 
The meeting expressed its appreciation to Mrs Browne for her services to the Club.
Kay Turnbull moved that a vote of thanks be extended to Suze McKenzie and Mike Cleaver for taking on their
caretaker roles as President and Secretary over the last month. Seconded by Stuart Gregory, who commented that we
could not have moved forward as easily without their experience and help.
Agreed Unanimously.

Handover:
Handover to newly-elected Committee President Stuart Gregory thanked members of the Club for their confidence in
the new committee. He then opened the meeting for general discussion

General Business:
It was noted that Susan Merrill is listed in documentation as VP – Social; however, Susan had declined the position
and it remained vacant through the 2006/7 club year. The meeting noted that funds from the Peter Drury Bequest were
to be used to reimburse Martin Moroney for expenditure accrued in relation the 2006 Montgolfier function.

Plans for 07/08
Signs:
Balloon signs at the four roads into Canowindra were erected by the Chamber of Commerce. The Shire removed
them when they were degraded. A Grant is available to replace the signs $ for $. Suggested wording for the
signs: Canowindra Historic Home of Ballooning in Australia or Traditional Home or Birthplace of Modern Ballooning in
Australia.
Mural:
The Mural on the swimming pool wall to be refurbished and include a reference to ballooning. Community project
funded by Council. A motion was put forward by Martin Moroney to let the local Council know that the Balloon Club
would like to be represented on the mural that is going to be renewed by the Canowindra Improvement Group, of
which, both Jan Kerr and Richard Glasson are members. This will be funded by a community improvement grant. Both
Jan and Richard offered to represent the Club’s interests at the Canowindra Improvement group meetings and
negotiate the Club’s needs regarding representation on both the signs and the mural.
Seconded: Ian McIlvain Carried Unanimously
Subcommittee for these two items: Richard Glasson, Ian McIlvain and Jan Kerr.
Anzac Weekend:
Discussion on Friends of Canowindra weekend to replace Marti’s. Preferred dates are 25 to 27 April 2008 – Anzac
Weekend. This will be a Club event, not to be advertised as a public function if insurance cannot be organized. The
Committee to investigate insurance costs if it were to be advertised.
Richard Glasson has been approached regarding whether we could have balloons at the Show in September. Other
attractions may occur on that weekend: eg. tractor pull. This would be decided later on in the year.
Peter Vizzard &Judy Lynne:Martin Moroney advised that Peter Vizzard and Judy Lynne plan to retire at the end of the
year. Peter & Judy have contributed much over the years -- it would be great if we remembered them for what they did.
Mike Cleaver suggested that Peter and Judy be awarded the Gedge Trophy for their contribution to ballooning. Kay
Turnbull seconded and also suggested that they be nominated to the ABF’s Australian Ballooning Hall of Fame. Jim
Hanigan as ABF representative offered to contact Dale Allen in this regard. 
Seconded by Martin Moroney
Agreed Unanimously

Vote of thanks to Les & Wendy:
Kay Turnbull initiated a Motion to thank Les Springett and Wendy Friezer for all of their hard work in the Club, their
efforts in supporting the 2004 World’s championships and Les’s work on the Club’s Website. It has been much
appreciated by all club members.
Seconded Sue Browne.
Carried unanimously and approved by acclamation.
The Club should advise the ABF website of new numbers for the Website. TheSecretary is to write to the ABF
administrator to have the updates made.
Moved: Jan Kerr
Seconded: Mike Cleaver
Carried unanimously.

The President then closed the meeting at 4:50pm and invited members to attend the Special General Meeting at a
date to be announced.



After much debate and intense discussion by the members attending, the outcomes of
the meeting were as follows:
• A motion to accept the time, date and place of this Special General Meeting (SGM) 

was carried unanimously;
• A motion to declare the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Saturday 20 October 

2007 invalid was defeated by a vote of 28 against to 5;
• A motion to accept the financial reports of the Club was carried unanimously subject 

to a majority plebiscite of members, and;
• A motion to declare the SGM of Saturday 20 October 2007 invalid was defeated by 

a vote of 28 against 5.

All the motions the Club Committee proposed to change the Club Rules of Association
were carried unanimously.  In summary, the changes are as follows:
• Confirmed the change of the Club year to be from 1 July to 30 June as previously 

carried by a vote but in doubt because it had not been registered with the Registrar 
General’s Office;

• Confirmed the changes to the duties of the Safety and Technical Officer as 
previously carried by a vote but in doubt because it had not been registered with the 
Registrar General’s Office;

• Confirmed the changes to the method of changing the Club Rules of Association as 
previously carried by a vote but in doubt because they had not been registered with 
the Registrar General’s Office;

• Changes to allow a SGM to be called by the Committee or by 5 members of the 
Club by way of post or email;

• Change to the time that a SGM must be held in to be between 21 and 45 days of 
receipt of the request by the Secretary;

• Change to the notice to members of a SGM to be a minimum of 21 days,
• Change to the required majority to be three quarters of the members voting to pass 

a resolution at a SGM;
• Changes to require cheques to be signed by any two committee members 

authorised to sign by the committee;
• Change to require the Club's common seal to be kept in the custody of the 

Secretary and used when approved by the committee;
• Change to allow members to vote by proxy at SGMs, and;
• Change to allow committee meetings to be conducted electronically.

These changes to the Rules of Association were lodged with the ACT  Registrar
Generals Office on Friday 21 December 2007 and are now formally part of the Club's
Rules of Association.

A full copy of the Minutes of this meeting is available on request

Summary of the Special General meeting 
of the Balloon Club of New South Wales and ACT 

held at the Canowindra Rugby Club on Saturday 24 Nov ember 2007







THE BALLOON CLUB OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES & ACT Inc.

Postal Vote Form
Acceptance of 2006/2007 Financial Report

Dear members,
The financial report was presented at the Annual General
Meeting but required some minor amendments, therefore,
The Committee asks you to kindly review the attached
financial report, tick the appropriate box and return the
completed form to the Secretary as soon as possible.  

I (Name),    __________________________________ 
of (Address) _________________________________
Suburb:____________State: ____  Postcode: _______
being a financial member of The Balloon Club of New
South Wales & ACT Inc.

Do hereby accept the financial report for The Balloon 
Club of New South Wales & ACT Inc for the 2006/2007 
year.

Do not accept the financial report for The Balloon Club 
of New South Wales & ACT Inc for the 2006/2007 year.

(Signature) _______________________________      

Date __________/_________/__________

The Secretary

PO Box 1122
Leeton NSW 2705

Australia

smithlm@ozemail.com.au


