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NEWSLETTER OF THE BALLOON CLUB OF NSW/ACT

In October 2007 the Balloon Club of NSW & ACT Imcl @ohn Turnbull published a number of
allegations about Wendy Friezer and Les Springeff he Hayfever Edition’ of PPPSSSTTT. We
greatly regret any distress or embarrassment thatarticle may have caused to Wendy Friezer
and Les Springett, and insofar as it conveyed amyful allegation, we apologise to Wendy and

Les and withdraw that suggestion unreservedly.

Wendy and Les have both made a significant corttobuo the Australian ballooning community
(recently representing us at the World ChampionshiipAustria) and the Balloon Club of NSW
and ACT, serving as key Committee members throdgtgaently challenging period. We would

like to take this opportunity to acknowledge thantcibution and thank them for their efforts.

The Annual General Meeting of the Balloon Club &W and ACT will be held at the Rugby
Club in Canowindra at 2pm on Saturday November 2Zrtds will be followed on Saturday night
(by which time I'm sure we’ll all need a drink) Iblye Christmas Party at the Royal Hotel.

It would be great to see as many members as pesHiltis year's AGM, as we have some impor-
tant matters to discuss, and it should be a ggabrbunity to have a couple of fun flights, catch

up with friends we haven't seen in a while, andearber why we all love this crazy sport called
ballooning.



Today | had an experience that reminded me why hdék air

balloons - a 90 minute flight over Canberra, urmercast

skies with only two other balloons and half a dozessed

landing spots. | admit, it doesn’t sound like mmud@ut it

was the best flight I've had in ages. It was dlsofirst flight

I've had in ages, but that's beside the point.

The weather wasn’t looking great, but we went oyway,

tagging along with local celebrities Richard andaivirom

Balloon Aloft, who provide a handy recorded messagaut

the weather at 4.30am. | was flying with Grandnag iKnow

here official name) and Suze - three pilots and 6@eyears

experience in the basket. We took off from the ehithe

lake, and the wind took us in a slightly unexpedgdction,

about 90 degrees from where the pibal went, and Red

Hill down into Weston.

The wind was around 5 knots and variable, so tihencercial

passengers got a nice long flight as we workeéhtbd land-

ing spot amongst the ritzier suburbs of Canbektany a Not a very photogenic morning...

nice, cultivated sporting oval slipped away to léfe or right,

and people continued to smile and wave as we p&gsed

We ended up landing in a car park next to a bid, @ral were joined by a dozen or so interested esss
who watched as we packed up the balloon. Becauseeneflying parallel to ‘the line’ we were covegin
areas not often flown over by balloons, and it gt to see how genuinely happy people were tosee
at eight o’clock on a Sunday morning.

| didn't realise it until | filled in my log bookfger | landed, but that was actually my 200th ftigisome
pilots may scoff that it's taken me so many yedaisid to get to 200 flights (and scoff away, | séyit | do
this sport for fun, and that's exactly what thagtit was - great fun.

So, the next time the world is getting you dowimktback to your favourite ballooning experiendéep
this in mind while you pick up the phone, call anbl of friends, and arrange to go out flying asnsa®
possible. You'll be glad you did. Cheers...

" #$

The articles in this newsletter contain satirem8dacts may be incorrect or simply made up. #hadone
in the interest of humour, and no offence is méainy person living or dead.

If you have any complaints, or would like me to makcorrection to one of the many ludicrous statése
that appear in each and every issue, please emnd, or call me. Despite all the tattoos, I'nt s scary
as | look. If you would like to contribute an afé, photo, crossword, jolly jumble or engagement a
nouncement, please email the editor at the adtedew.

No Sudoku please.



SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
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From the desk of the president...

It is very encouraging to see the number of new club members, pilots
and students. This bides well for the future of ballooning in the NSW
and ACT club.

In Canowindra during August there was fantastic weather for flying
with great steerage. This gave me the opportunity to use this steerage
to position the balloon for great video shots of a number of other club
members balloons for Richard Swansborough's ballooning documen-
tary. This was challenging and fun. A relatively new member of the
club Leo McHugh did his first solo on the Sunday morning of thiS | This man is not Stuart Gregory|
Canowindra event. Congratulations Leo, looking forward to seeing | Noris he President. Woohbo
you getting your pilot certificate soon. Barb Smith and Niall Higgins
both had great flights as first time pilots in command at a club event. Well done Niall and Barb,
your enthusiasm is refreshing. Richard Glasson, in his usual friendly and relaxed fashion, pro-
vided great hospitality and excellent porridge that went down well on the very cold mornings.
Thank you Richard and crew.

Yummy home made pizzas were provided by Graham and Jan Kerr, at a club social gathering
held at Tom's Waterhole. Maca's experience at bars proved useful on the night as he was an ex-
cellent barman. Thank you Graham, Jan and Maca.

Tooraweenah — long drive, lots of fun, challenging weather — lots of wind and thunderstorms.
Great country hospitality with a very friendly and welcoming atmosphere from the locals. | would
like to experience that again with more balloon friendly weather. Thank you to Paul Gianniotis for
organizing this event.

Wishing everyone a safe and joyous festive season. Lots of fun and safe flying in 2009 and be-
yond.
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By the Mystery Pilot

Some people don’t know the difference between ohstmy and Astrology. Put simply, Astronomy is sci-
ence, and Astrology is complete crap. This caddmonstrated by the planet Vulcan. If you haveedrd

of Vulcan, that's because it doesn’t exist. BuilB59, a French Astronomer theorized that a snhatigb
might exist in orbit between Mercury and the Susdobon irregularities in Mercury’s orbit. BeingeRch,
this Astronomer announced his findings to the mubkfore checking them too deeply, and Astrologers
world wide celebrated and began recasting theirtgli@sed on this new planet.

But to the other Astronomers, something didn’t lapkite right. So they kept researching, and logkin
through telescopes, and running the numbers, Igofan an explanation. The Astrologers kept making
things up, but now they had another planet’s ddbiiase their ‘predictions’ on.

Eventually, in 1915, a guy called Albert Einstenoyed with his theory of relativity that Vulcan ddunot
exist. So, for 56 years, Astronomers searchethiotruth, while Astrologers kept on making styst u

Not one Astrologer ever suggested that Vulcan mightexist.



The Profile Page

This is the new semi-regular page where you have thhance to meet interesting balloonists from Aus-
tralia and Around the World who are unlikely to gudue to family connections or lifelong friendships

Introducing... Richard Turnbull

Commonly known as Richard, Dick, Captain Organised

Age: 47

Years a pilot: 30+

Demeanor: Professional when working,
nostalgic & heroic after a few drinks

Balloon name Jester

Ballooning in the family? You might say that... father Gerry,
sister Christine, brother John and
former step-mother Kay are all pilots.

What's his story?

Richard Turnbull grew up wanting to be in the RofalForce. But not just the Air Force, a
branch of the Air Force so exclusive and secreahiag they only took the best and the brightest,
prime specimens of humanity both in body and mind.

Now, | don’t know if you've ever met Richard, bliig isn’t the description that immediately
springs to mind when you meet him. But take mydnor it, back in the day he was well hard.

To get into this elite unit soldiers would haveuttdertake a three day course of forced marching
and obstacle courses with no more than half anshelaep a day. At the end of this  torture, th
soldiers then had to pass a university level exaroluding

complex mathematic and comprehension problems.

For some strange reason soldiers can only appbjridhis
secret squadron (whose name is so secret thatding go call it
the Superfriends) three times, and three timesaRithndertook
the grueling physical challenges with perseveravice and
vigour. Then came the mental test. Unfortunatiblig, was
where Richard came unstuck.

Gifted with a million pound body but a ten penngibr(we’re in
Britain, remember) Richard just couldn’t remembéiovthe
king of England was after Edward the Third. Inecgsu’re
wondering, it was Richard the Second. Ironic, eh?

Anyway, once Richard realised that he wouldn’tibée Super-
friends, he decided to leave the Air Force all tbgeand go anu
become a balloon pilot.

Not a b’ad ch0|ce’,) considering what'’s happenedermlaantlme,Richard,S new toy Jester, only flown in
wouldn’t you say* perfect conditions to avoid getting dirty



Once Richard decided to take this ballooning cape
seriously, he rapidly rose to the rank of ‘Spe&iape
Guy’ and was called upon to fly all manner of un-
wieldy and ridiculous balloons. This meant that h
was able to travel the balloon festival circuit dive
comfortably without having to fly passengers - whit
he enjoys about as much as having a prostate exa n
(because he’s getting to that age, you see).

One of the more memorable shapes was Action M n,
which had an envelope that weighed over 400 kilo:
and smoke canisters on the feet that could beeragt
from the basket. This wonder of modern engingei n
made Richard incredibly popular with the kids but i
credibly unpopular with crew, as he often playesl tt
'I'm the pilot and have to do other very important
things’ card when it came time to pack up the behs !

an envelope. _
Action Man - so tough he doesn't need ears

Richard has been living happily with his partnamefor as long as anyone can remember, but
believes that marriage is for ‘squares’ who ardoivn with the modern lifestyle. Or something

like that. If all goes to plan, Richard will besking these fair shores some time in 2009. li yo

see him, give his bald patch a rub. It's good luck

And now... a message from Buffy

Soon it will be summer. Summer means hot days

and dry grass. Dry grass and balloon burners tlo no

go well together, as far as | understand thesgshin

To avoid any unfortunate incidents, here’s a fgs ti

from me, Buffy the wonder dog;
Always remember to carry a water spray, and
have it handy while you're inflating. Those
little fire extinguishers you have in the basket pretty useless against grass fires. Water
sprays are also handy for giving thirsty dogs aldri
Use a ground sheet. Not only does this protedises paws from bindis, it means no little
bits of grass will blow up in the balloon and cafich when you turn on the burner.
If you have to drink in the sun (and | understaradlj have to) drink some water as well. It
might stop you from falling over.
Always remember to have fun. And give me youredr food when nobody is looking...
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By Elizabeth Gregory

We all headed for Tooraweenah, for the Arthur Budemorial weekend.

Arthur Butler was an early Australian pioneer aviatvho flew solo from

England to Australia in a open cockpit Comper Smift931 and in the

process created a new world record of 9 days, 1, lamd 43 minutes. He

later went onto start an airline called Butler Amansport, one of Austra-

lia's first regional and interstate airlines, baae@ooraweenah.

The involvement with ballooning you ask? Well atagr well known bal-

loonist was a former employee of Butler Airlines tWas asked to make a

speech at his former employers retirement, beinlgeatime the youngest apprenticed engineer. He
was then again asked to make a speech at the tedio&the memorial to Arthur Butler outside
what was the storehouse for Garling's Store.

Tooraweenah is a small country town with a popafatf
79 people and it is located at the south-westednoén
Warrambungle ranges, it has some quite spectaeumdr
forms. The best known of these is the 'breadkmftie
national park and the other for the Sidings SpOuger-
vatory.

We enjoyed great country hospitality, free entartant at the one and only pub in town on Friday
night. Saturday night was the Memorial dinner. M&®ne interesting characters, including Paul
G's former boss who is 87 and still flying aircrade was planning to fly up for the weekend but
due to the bad weather he only flew as far as the Blountains, turned round and went back to
Sydney and then drove up to Tooraweenah.

It was windy on Friday and it just increased over weekend , culminating with a spectacular
lighting display on Sunday evening with lots of waiff — remember that. As a result of the
weather a lot of aircraft were unable to makeiitth@ fly-in on the Sunday which was the big day
out at the airfield however some aircraft did maneyg

make it and you guessed it there was no ballooning.

However a great time was had by all and the loval®
very friendly and have welcomed us to come back any
time we would like to go ballooning.
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November 22nd—23rd
Montgolfier Weekend, Canowindra

AGM Saturday 3pm, Christmas Party Saturday night
Contact: Stephen Gianniotis 0411 680 801 rsvp by 15th Nov
Don’t miss the social event of the century!

January 25th 2009
Australia Day, Parramatta Park

Contact details TBA
Always interesting and sometimes challenging, your chance to fly
over the geo-populous heart of Sydney. Tetherers welcome.

March 7th -15th 2009
National Autumn Balloon Spectacular

Contact: events@act.gov.au or call Katriina Ovchynik on 62057141
It's on again! At least according to the ABF website!

Easter 2009
Leeton

Contact details TBA
To be held at the Murrumbidgee Rural Studies Centre, home of the
National Championships in 1992 and historic birthplace of Aunty
Monkey in 1994. Centralised, cheap accommodation means that
this event is great for socializing. Don’t miss it.

For further details and contact information as it becomes available
check out the club website at www.balloonclub.org.au

This issue brought to you by the letter F and the number 21



